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We read with great interest the article by Bagheri in the 
“Polish Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery” [1] 
which evaluated atrial fibrillation after lung surgery. We 
congratulate the author for a successful study that focused 
on an important issue.

However, postoperative atrial fibrillation (POAF) may 
occur due to several factors such as previous cardiac prob-
lems, advanced age, obesity, hypertension, poor cardiac 
function, chronic renal failure, chronic obstructive pulmo-
nary disease, amount of peroperative bleeding and post-
operative hypoxemia [2]. It was not specified whether the 
patients in the study had any cardiac problems before the 
operation, and it would be better to evaluate the patients 
statistically according to their age. We know that POAF is 
more common especially in elderly patients. On the other 
hand, postoperative amount of bleeding and hemogram 
values are also important, because hemogram decreasing 

due to hemorrhage can also cause POAF. In addition, peri-
operative blood transfusion is also associated with POAF, 
which was not mentioned in the study.

In conclusion, the cause of POAF is multifactorial and 
it is not enough to relate it to the type of lung resection, 
cardiopulmonary manipulation, and mediastinal lymphad-
enectomy that stimulates the pericardium and vagus nerve. 
We believe it would be more accurate to evaluate all the 
factors that could reveal POAF.
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